
ORDINANCE NO. 65

MOUNT CARMEL, TENNESSEE

FAIR HOUSING ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE HAKmG IT UNLAWFUL TO RWUSE TO

SELL OR RENT A DWELLING TO ANY PEROON BECAUSE

OF RACE, COIDR, SEX, RELIGION, OR NATIONAL

ORIGIN; ro DISCRIMINATE FOR SUCH REASONS IN

THE TERMS, CONDITIONS, OR PRIVILIDES OF SALE

OR RENTAL OF THE SAME; TO PUBLICLY INDICATE

ANY PREFERENCE ON AOOOUNT OF RACE, COIDR, SEX,

RELIGION, OR NATIONAL ORIGm; TO REPRESENT

FALSELY THAT A DWEILmG IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR

INSPECTION, SALE OR RENTAL FOR SUCH REASONS;

TO MAKE ANY DISCRDaNATION FOR SUCH REAOONS IN

THE PROVISION OF BROKERAGE SERVICES; PROVIDING

FOR EmCATION AND OONCILIATION WITH RELATION

TO OOMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT OF THIS ORDINANCE;

MAKING EXCEPTIONS UNDER STATED OONDITIONS AS

TO RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS, ASOOCIATIONS AND

OOCIETIES; DEFINING TERMS USED IN THIS ORDINANCE

AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS HEREDF;

AND TO FIX THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF SUCH ORDINANCE.

BE rr ORDAINED BY THE TOWN OF MOUNT CARMEL, TENNESSEE

as follows:

SECTION I. Definitions. Whenever used in this ordinance,

the following 'WOrds and terms shall have the following meanings unless the

context necessarily requires othend.se:

lf~" m.ea.ns arJT bni 1 ding, st.ructure, or portion
thereof' which is occup e as, or designed or i.nte:nded for occupanc,r as,

a residence by' one or more families, and any vacant land which is offered

for sale or lease for the const.ruction or location of' a:rJy' such building.

Fam:l.]yn includes a single indi vidu.aJ..

Person" includes one or more individuals" corporations,
partnerships, associations, : Labor organizations, legal representatives,

JllUt'a~l companies, joint..
stock conpanies, trust, unincorporated organizations,

trustees in bankruptc;y, receivers, and fiduciaries.

To rent" includes to lease, to su.blease, to let and

otherwise to grant for a consideration the right to occup,. prem:Lses not

owned by' the occupan't.

SECTION II. SUbject to the exceptions hereinafter set

out it shall be unlawful for a:trt' person to do a:o;y of the following acts:

a) To refuse to sell or rent after the making of' a bona

fide offer to do so or to refuse to negotiate for the sale or rwntal of',

or otherwise make unavailable or den7 a dwell1ng to any person because of

race, color, sex, religion, or national origin.

b) To discrimina.te against a:ny person in the terms, conditions,

or privileges of sale or rental of a dwelli.ng, or in the provisions of services

of facilities in connection therewith, because or race, color, sex, religion,
or national origin.



c) To make, print, or publish, or cause to be made,

printed, or published a:n:y notice statement, or advertisement, with

respect to the sale or rental of a dwelling that indicates a:If3' preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, sex, religion, or

national origin.

d) To represent to any person because of race, color, sex,

religion, or national origin that al\Y dwell:i.ng is not available tor inspection,
sale or rental when such dwelling is in tact so available.

e) For protit, to induce or attenpt to induce an:! person
to sell or rent any dwel..ling by' representations regarding the entry or

prospective entry into the neighborhood of a person or persons ot a particular
race, color, sex, religion, or national origin.

SECTION III. Nothing in this ordinance shall prohibit a

religious organization, association, or society, or arrr non-protit in8titution
or organization operated, supervised, or controlled by or in conjunction with
a religious organization, association, or societ;y trom limiting the sale,
rental, or occupancy of dwellings which it OllM or operates tor other than

COll'Illercial purpose to persons of the same religion, or fl'CllU giving preference
to such persons, unless rnembershil>> in such religion is restricted on account

of race, color, sex, or national origin.

SECTION IV. It shall be unJ..a1It'G1 to deny a:n:y person access to

or membership or participation in a:r:r:r muJ.tiple- listing service, real estate

brokers organization or other service, organization or tacilit;y relating to

the business of selling or renting dwellings, or to discriminate against him

in the terms or conditions of such access, membership or participation on :' .(,

account ot race, color, sex, religion, or national origin.

SECTION V. The Human Relations SUb- COlIInittee ot the Citizen' s

Advisory' Conmittee of Mount Ca:r'JlIel, Tennessee is authorized and directed to

undertake such educational and concilatory activities as in its judgment will

turther the purposes of this ordinance. It may' call conference of persons in

the housing industry' and other :interested parties to acquaint them with the

provisions hereof and the Conmittee' s sugg8sW.d means of inplementing it. The

SUb-Committee shall further endeavor, with the advice of the housing industry
and other interested parties, to work out programs of voluntary' CClq)liance

and may' advise appropriate city ofi" ici&l.s on matters ot enforcement. The

SUb-Committee mY' issue reports on such conferences and consultations as it

deems appropriate.

SECTION VI. Arv person Who claims to have been injured by
an act made unla'Nful by this ordinance or who claims that he will be injured
by such an act, may fUe a conplaint with the chairman of said Sub-Connittee.

A ccxrplain1i shall be .tiled within 180 da;ys after the alleged unlalCf'ul act

occurred. CoJIplaints shall be in Wl'iting and shall contain such information and

be in such form as required by the Hwnan Relations SUb-Committee. Upon
receipt of a complaint, the Sub-Committee shall pronpt~ investigate it end

shall complete its investigation within tifteen ( 5) (fays. It a majority of

the Human Relations Sub-Coml1Ii.ttee finds reasonabltll cause to believe that a

violation of this ordinance has occurred, or it a person charged with violation

of this ordinance refuses to furnish information to said Su'b-COIm1ittee, the

SUb-Committee may' request the City Attorney to proeecute an action in the

City Court against the person charged in the conplaint. SUch request shall

be in wri tine.
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Upon receiving such written request and with the

assistance of the aggrieved person and said Sub- Committee, within
fifteen ( 15) days, after receiving such request the City Attorney
shall be prepared to prosecute an action in the City Court,

provided a warrant is sworn out by the aggrieved person and served

upon the person or persons charged with the offense.

Section VII. Any person violating any provision of this
ordinance shall be guilty of an offense and upon conviction shall

pay a penalty of not more than $ 50 for each.

Section VIII. Nothing in this ordinance requires any
person claiming to have been injured by an act made unlawful by
this ordinance to exhaust the remedies provided herein; nor pre-
vent any such person from seeking relief at any time under the

Federal Civil Rights Acts or other applicable legal provisions.

Section IX. Be it further enacted, that if any section
or part of this ordinance for any reason be held unconstitutional
or invalid, the same shall not affect the constitutionality or

validity of the remaining parts or sections of this ordinance,
but the same shall remain in full force and effect as if the

unconstitutional or invalid part had been omitted.

Section X. This ordinance shall take effect from and

after its passage and publication, the public welfare requiring
it.
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Approved as to form:

E~-!X.l... tQx.ne. Y:.___. "::""

McLELLAN & TAYLOR

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

421 E. MARKET ST.

KINGSPORT, TENN.


